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A ſhorr Account .of ſome Sufferings of the 
People called Quakers, in Leiceſterſhire and 
' * Northamptonſhire. 
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V 7 Hither Fobn: Smijrh and one Ricker his Servant, and To- 
7 biah Smith his Aſſiſtant came to our peaceable Mee- 
ti %odiag in ſilence to wait on the Lord, the ſecond day of 
the nd Moneth, called April, 1632. when they were col- 
1 Money (the Meeting being over) for the Poor, and 
ame Friends gone away when they came ; for which Fobn 
Adams was fin by Samnel Cole Juſtice, 200. as being the repy- 
ted Owner of the Meeting - Houſe, whereas he was not the 
Owner ;- beſides the Fines of the faid Hannah Fiſh, Francis 
Broughton, William Smith, and others 

And the ſaid Joby Smith and Ricker, on. the 23d of the ſaid 
Mo came again to the ſaid Meeting-place, and after ſwore 
before the ſaid Juſtice, Thar John Adams was there ; who was 
not, as before the Jultice he offered toprove; and for that Mee- 
ting Wiliam Smith was fined for the Honſe 20 /. 

Knd the ſaid F. Smirh and his Servant ſwore, That the ſaid 


- Francis Broughton, John Adams and Hannah Fiſh, and others, 


were at the Mecting the 10th of May ; though neither Joby Smith 
nor hi» Man were ſeenat the Meeting at that time by any there z 
for which, and the other ſaid Meetings, the ſaid Juſtice fined 
the ſaid Fobn Adams 201. 10 5. and the ſaid F. Broughton 11 1. 
LF 5 and the ſaid Hamub Fiſh 101, 5 5. and the ſaid Wilkam 
Smith 20 L 15s: 

Robert Dexter, on the 234 of the 2d Moneth aforeſaid, the. 
very acxt day after he was _ Conſtable (after the —_ 
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of F. Cwk, the younger, who 1uttered the Diſtne(s of 51. for not 
diitraining on his Neighbours Gocds) came with two Officers, 
ard warned Fob Adzms, and ſeveral others at their Houſes, 


te goro Church, and at night warned them again to appear the 


1:exc- day" before the Juſtices, and next day but one brought a 
Warrant, about *Sun-riling, and fetcht the ſaid Fohn Adami, 
Francis Broughton and H.mab Fiſh,_ and: others, and »carried 
them nine Miles. to the ſaid Cele (as htreſt forthe Informef) who 
then fined them as aforeſaid : And the fſaid'Dexter next Morn- 
ing about balf an hovr after Sur-riling.camewith about eight 
Oiſ.cers, © ane ſeveral other Alliitants, amt climbed. over a 
H.dge a back-way, coming in at a back-Door (the fare-dobr 
being not yet op:ned) and uiing boiſterons Language, took 
from the ſaid Fobn Adams two Cows and ewo Heifers, . with the 
moſt pert of his. Houſhold Goods, 1n all worth 221. 11s and 
nextday carried the ſaid Cattel. to a Fair to ſell (ſo quick and 
dextcrous in his Maſter, the God of the World*s ſiniſter Work, 
was this Conſtable Dexter.) Ard for ſame Meetings were taken 
by the ſaid Conſtable, from the ſaid Francis Broughton, a poor 
Weaver, 'his Loome .(being contrary to Law, - which ibits 
the diſtraining of Working Tools) and ſome ather Houſhold 
Goods,. to the value of 41. 16s. 64. and from Hanmaſh Fiſh 
Goods and Chattels to the value of 164, 2s. Theſe three 


- Frierds were Inhabitants of Great Bowden. 


Seme ether l:ſſcr Diſtreſſes about the ſame time : 

From William Smith, for his Fines for the Meetings aforeſaid, 
by the Officers of Harborough were taken of Shop-goods and 
Houſho1d-gocds to the value of 101. 10s. 84d. andalfoaccount 
taken of other Goods mark*d, though not then taken away, | 

Ard for the ſaid Meetings were fined Foſeph Fiſh*'s Wife 205. 
Eliz..beth Harper 25 5. and Samuel Shuter s Wife 25 5, alt of 
H mborouzh. | . 

Upon the At for 12 d. a Sunday, from Fohn Philips of Luben- 
ham, ard his Wife's abſence from Church (fo called) three 
days, ard for that, fined 6 5. were diſtrained Goods worth 7 s. 
From Thema: Corby of Twlangten,for the like three days abſence 
fired 35. were Goods diſtrained worth 6 5. 
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© Northapptonſhire, &y Warrants from Heary 
| Benſon. 


e 24th of the 1ſt Moneth, (called Afarch) 1682. from 
$enjamin Wright ol-Blaxly,were taken fifty four foot of Oak 
Boards, worth-6 5. 9.4. | | 

The 5th of the 3d Moneth, 1682. from George Eyre of Far- 
thing ſtone, of Cattel and. Houſhold-Goods, and all forts (a4 
appears by the Liſt) they met with, worth 46. 155. 11d. 

{ Now, Febn Hutton, the Prieſt, ſpake to the Officers after 
his ſervice, To taks care to marnage the work throughly ; and Tho- 
mas Hog the Informer ſtood np at the ſame time, and promiſed 
him; That he would Fee it thraughly mannag'd, which he did; for 
he, with the Prieſt's Man, the other Informer, waited on them 
all the while, looking up and down the Houſe, and forcing, (as 
much as in them lay) the Officers to make Spoil of all ; anly 
the Prieſt gave order to let their Beds alone at that time. But 
they threaten daily tocomefor mdre, pot having brought, as 
they ſay, to makeupthe Money. 

And the ſame day from Suſanne Bilton of Farthingſtone, for 
101. Goods worth 181. ata moderateprice. Thomas Hog and 
Matthew Arnold the Prielt*s ſervant, Informers, much deliring 
the Officers both by flattery and threatning to mannage the work 
throughly, as the Prieſt had done. And when they had ſold 
the Goods, they brought her but 54. again: But the Widdows 
Relations and the Officers, without her conſent, gave part of it 
to the Prieſt for a Mortzary for her Husbanrd lately Ceceaſed, 

buried among Friends; | and the. other part of it far 
Steeple-bouſe ſeſs; and the remaining 8 5, would have forced 
upon her, which ſhe refuſed. 

The 18th of the 3d Moneth, 1682. from Fehn Eayre of Licb- 
borom, Goods worth 41. 14s 34. 

Note, Joſeph England the Conftable, told the other Offi ers, 

If they could have got good ſtore of - Goods into bis Hand. he would have 
given them all ; but now he would give themnane.] AB 
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Gods Mercies teſtified unto, 
| AND _ 
Man's Cruelty bore witneſs againſt, 


Being a fairbful Demonſtration, given forth in the 
Dread of © the Lord, againſt the (ruelty, of” 
A PERSECUT 


8 -OD Almiglity, who is over 
= according to his pretious P 
ds g Light ro ——— that Be 1 - 
16-4 the Earth, hat he many Nations; Kingdoms: 
and: Conntries of this World beheſtandy this little Nor- 
thera Nation of ENGLAND, andin hisLove and Merey hath 
he cauſed his Bleſſed and- acceptable day of Salvation todawn 
pon it ro give Light ro them that fit in Darkneſs, and in the Region 
of the Shadow of Death, by which Pretions Light, 2s many as 
have taken heed unto it, and faithfilkpobeyed it, have known 
their feet turned into the way of Peace, Glory and endleſs 
Praiſes" to 'the God of living Mercies for evermore'; and bleſſed 
be his Name that a Remnant bath received and embraced the 
Viſitation of his acceptable Day, in the Light whereof; as they 
have walked, they have been armcnn's woe! the World, and 
Ks Ways and Workſhips, and departed from among them, who: 
areof the Night, who love Darkreſs rather than Light, breauſe their 
deeds are Evil. | | 
| And ever ſince the day in which the Lord hath thus appezred, 
great hath been the Oppoſition that hath been met withel by 
theſe whom God hath thus gathered : Oh! how hath thePrince 
of Darkneſs, with all his Power, Force and Inſtruments g#- 
thered, themſelves together, and raiſed up their _ = 
ength, 


F 


IPPearanc | 
felvex, but haye alſo with force and violence ſought the deftruci:on 
of them that bare received him,and believed in bio. Large is the 
Record of Cruelty, which at ſundry times,and in divers manners, 
and in ſeveral places of this Nation for ewemry or thirty years laſt 
pail by Impriſenmens, Baniſhment and Spoiling of Goods, which hath 

ated in furious Severity, without any pity, even again 

i nay juſtly befllher, O England? tobe Judged and chaſed 
it 1nay juſtly O England! to ged an 

becauſe thou haſt been ſo =Y and Unmercifulto thoſe of thy 

own Nation. And though the Lord hath many times appeared in 

wW and executed his Judgments againſt thy Inhabitants, be- 

caulc of theic things, whereby thy beart bath been humbled a lictles 

and brought down for a time, and thy cruelty and violence bath 

a ſeaſon; yet alas! as Peace, Eaſc and Proſperity hath 

in, how have many of thy Inhabitants (like Pharooh 


of old even edtheir hearts and renewed their Unchriftian- 
Jakg ,tooppreſs their near innocent Neighbours within thee, 
and them to Deſtruftion ? And (with the ſeveral places 

thy borders) O England! we in the County of North, 


hampeen have not Wrath nor been altogetber unfenſ- 
od able outrage of ſome of thy In- 


eſcaped 

ble ſometimes of the i 

habitants againſt us, although God in his Juſtice bath taken away 
fevers} of andas an evident token of his great diſpleaſure 
bath' car off | femein che height of their Fury when their Wrath 
wes kind! inſtus, which the prudent among the Magiſtrates 
have ferioufly  obferred, and taking Example by it, have 
with-holdentheir hands from ſuch like Actions, and been mode- 
rate and peaccable intheir places for their times, by which they 
have obtained 2 good Report inthe Country, and beeu honopr. 
able among the people 3 yer how arc others again riſen. vpin the 
Fouth of their 'years,, who have not knowbh nor EROS 


| har the Tofdbathwroughy, burjnthe heat of :their Fury ate. 
fpending their Strength, _—_— the meaſure of: their Fathers} 
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Sins, as is largely. witneſſed -and verified at and near aboutthe 
Town of Farthing ſtox,inthe County of Nerrhampron,where Satans 
Seat is, who, by-his Agents and Subje&ts of his Kingdom, is there 
executing his great- Wrath, becauſe. he knowethr he hath buta 
ſnort time. -O ye People of the Town of Fartbingſtes!: Conlider 
-and obſerve how you are become as furious Capuvesof the'Ene- 


-my of your own Souls, who. being hurried by him and his Mini- 


ſters, are ruſhing into Perſecution as the Horſe ruſheth into the 
Battel, therefore are your hearts filled with Wrath and Infatiable 
Envy -againlt God and his People, andthe Righteous Worthip, 
by which his Name is honoured 1n the Earth... *: - art. 

CO Farthingfton,F arthingfton/my Soul has been diſtreſfled for thee, 
and my Spirit oppreſſed within me, in the remembrance of you, 
O ye People of. F.xrthingſton And in the ſence of the Cruelty of- 
your Actions, oh what manner of Lamentation may be taken-up 


for you?- or what may be ſaid unto you, that. you might hear, fear, * 


and be warned, at leaſt in this your day; of the Evitof 
Ways, before the time of your Viſitation over, and Re- 
pentance be utterly hid from your Eyes. . ! alas, for you! 


ow is hardneſs of Heart ſeized upon you.! How has Darknels, 
even groſs darkneſs covered: you! that. while you: pretendto - 


Loyalty, your Paſlioh is ſo hot, that yon will not admirof true 
CR O. what will become of. you ! have not you: 

red your Sin as Sedarm, and your Iniquity as Gomerrab? Whobe- 
ing like unto-you intheir day, even with Violence, became 
dreadfull Examples of Gods panned! And doyethink;'O. 
ye Inhabitantsof the Town of Earrhingften/; thatrwiwlit you are 
guilty. of the ſame: things, you can eſcapeithejuſthand of 'ths 
Almighty? O-: ſurely .nay, your pretended/Clniftianity millanor 


ſecure yau,. nor the. Law youpretended toat by you in 


the day when God will plead with you, and require theſethin 


of you again,which by Wicked hands through violence and f 
ty you have unjuſtly. taken away from thoſe who have had no Hel» + 


per _ in the Earth- - Wherefare. conſider and: read Folw 25\4: 
Ats 5. 28, 30 Bywhich-Scriptures we may underftand;'that 


although the Jews ſaid of Chriſt, We have a Law, andby our Law 
: | be - 


"4 
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: you, notwithſtanding your Legal 


- 


Confidence, will certaioly be 
| in the hight of God deeply guilty of violent Spoil and cruel 
wrong conſider, and ponder your Wayes, and take 2 
view of your Actions z have you done as you would be done unto ? 
Do you deſire to find no more pitty from him to whom you owe 
ten and Talents, than you havg ſhewed towards your fellow 
Servants, as by the Parable you may read your portion, Mat. 18. 
33» 34- For certainly God that made you will reckon with you, 
and theAlmighty will call you toan account for thoſe things; and 
as you have had Compaſſion on your fellow Servants, even ſo ma 
expett to find pitty fromthe Lord; and alas ! if thus it my 
be metkured unto you, how little will that be to 501, who have 
not counted it enough to take away all outward ſupplics, but 


. after you have ſtripped of all, tocaſt into Priſon; you who have 


not Compaſlionated the Condition of the Fatherlefs, nor Wid- 
dows, nor yet ſpared to Spoil the Goods of the Motherleſs Child! 
O Mercileſs Cruelty ! How inſatiable has your Wrath been ! 
but certainly the Lord will plead for theſe things, apd his Soul 
will be avenged on ſuch a People as this, although your Teachers 
that lead you, may cry Peace, Peave unto you, and may with 
Confidence preach your Security for a Seaſon, in the poſleſſion of 


| yr —_— pref, which you haye ſo greedily taken away 


the Innocent and helpleſs, yet certainly know, God 
will raiſe his Witneſs in you, and the Anguiſh and Burthen of the 
Guiltof thoſe things which you have thus received with Joy, and 
t reaſared uptogether with delight, will be as Meat to that worm 
t'1at will never dye, and as fewel to that fire that will Torment 
y Ws and never bequenched, without your timely unfeigned Re- 


F Rnd can youimagine, O Prieſt and People of the Town of Far- 
! or can you ſecurely think with your ſelves, that your 
hte unneighbonrly & cruel VUnchriſtian-l.ke Ations will be taken, 


* for your Loyalty tothe RING, orany real zeal to his Lawsaud 


Government, as you ſo ſtoutly pretend ? O Surely nay ; this Co- 
vering is too narrow to hide your Wickednefs and the inbred 
Abomingtion of your Hearts; for know aſſuredly,the day which 
. ; B P is 


hmany 
the County bf North-bampron you have exceeded them all. .Oh ! 
therefore conſ:der what is the matter,,examine a little what aileth 
you? O People ! you who once, many of you, were freely inclin- 
able to moderare attention. to the divine Teſtimonies of Gods 
pretiovs Truth, which hath been; ſounded,amang youthro 
the Servants of the Lordiin our Aſſertiblies : O 7. how 


is the State of your hearts changed ! What! is a Woolf ig; 

cleathing entred in among you, and &*er you ſaw thorow bis-falſe 
covering how are you begotten'into the me Woblfihh Nature 
by him? So that fomeof you are pot _ Ravening after the - 


farhe Ungodly Prey with him, but others of you are (even y: 
yourſelves) Become as Captives of Prey to his Ravenaus th, 
Alas: for yon! O poor People, that although ſome. of. you do 
now 'ſee that his fruits do clearly make him known ſos be, -yet 
do not know how todeliver your ſclves from'his oppreſlive. Yoke, 
butare driven'by violence, with him, to do that with your | 
which the witneſs of God in your own bearts. .you-for : 
Oh ! my Soul truly pities you, for your Condition is deplorable's 
But how are ſome of you, like the Boar out of the Wpod,. and 
the wild, Beaſt of the Field, even given up with greedineſsta 
waſte and devour God”s Heritage; in this place, to. your.power.?. 
but the Lord will too ſtrong for you : Oh, that it Ibouldbe ſe with - 

on ! that men, pretending to. eirifienicy. ſhould not. ogly far 
loſe the Nature of Chriſtians, but evenof men alſo, ITS 
- nerated into'the very nature of Beaſts, even Brafts of prey ! 
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